LE-1503 Using Sources
Paraphrasing Exercise

(i) Paraphrasing Exercises
Decide whether the paraphrased passages are acceptable or unacceptable.
Write your answers in the space provided.

Original Source

A key factor in explaining the sad state of American education can be found in overbureaucratization,
which is seen in the compulsion to consolidate our public schools into massive factories and to
increase to mammoth size our universities even in underpopulated states. The problem with
bureaucracies is that they have to work hard and long to keep from substituting self-serving survival
and growth for their original primary objective. Few succeed. Bureaucracies have no soul, no memory,
and no conscience. If there is a single stumbling block on the road to the future, it is the bureaucracy
as we know it. -

Edward T. Hall, Beyond Culture, Anchor Publishing, 1977, p. 219

Paraphrase 1

American education is overly bureaucratic. This is manifest in the increasing size of educational
institutions, even in small states. Bureaucracies are bad because they tend to work to promote their own
survival and growth rather than that of the institution, as was their initial objective. Most bureaucracies

fail because they have a conscience or a soul. | believe that bureaucracies are the biggest stumbling block
on the road to the educational future.

Answer:

Paraphrase 2

Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future.
American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic
procedures than to the growth of the students who attend them. Bureaucracies have to work long and
hard to keep from promoting their own survival rather than the educational goals that were their
primary objective.

Answer:

Paraphrase 3

Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future.
American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic
procedures than.to the growth of the students who attend them. This means that, as Edward T. Hall says
in his book, Beyond Culture, today's educational institutions "have no soul, no memory, and no
conscience".

Answer:

Paraphrase 4

In his book, Beyond Culture, Edward T. Hall discusses the problems posed by the increasing
bureaucratization of American educational institutions. Hall maintains that overbureaucratization is one
of the key factors governing the state of education in America today. He points to the tendency of
bureaucracies to promote their own growth and survival first and foremost, and observes that few
overcome that tendency. He believes that this is responsible for the fact that many public schools bear a
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closer resemblance to factories than to educational institutions. In Hall's words, "Bureaucracies have no
soul, no memory, and no conscience."

Answer:

(ii) Paraphrasing Exercises
Read and understand the original passage very carefully.
In your own words write a paraphrase of each of the following passages in a separate paper.

(1) “Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries.

(3)

Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can
reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and
cushions the head.” From "Bike Helmets: Unused Lifesavers," Consumer Reports (May 1990)p.
348.

“The Antarctic is the vast source of cold on our planet, just as the sun is the source of our heat,
and it exerts tremendous control on our climate," [Jacques] Cousteau told the camera. "The cold
ocean water around Antarctica flows north to mix with warmer water from the tropics, and its
upwellings help to cool both the surface water and our atmosphere. Yet the fragility of this
regulating system is now threatened by human activity." From "Captain Cousteau," Audubon

(May 1990)p.17.

"Matisse is the best painter ever at putting the viewer at the scene. He's the most realistic of all
modern artists, if you admit the feel of the breeze as necessary to a landscape and the smell of
oranges as essential to a still life. "The Casbhah Gate" depicts the well-known gateway Bab el
Aassa, which pierces the southern wall of the city near the sultan's palace. With scrubby coats of
ivory, aqua, blue, ang rosé delicately fenced by the liveliest gray outline in art history, Matisse
gets the essence of a Tangier afternoon, including the subtle presence of the bowaab, the sentry
who sits and surveys those who pass through the gate." From Peter Plagens, "Bright Lights."

Newsweek (26 March 1990)p. 50.
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ANSWER KEY

(ii) Paraphrasing Exercises
Decide whether the paraphrased passages are acceptable or unacceptable.
Write your answers in the space provided.

Original Source

A key factor in explaining the sad state of American education can be found in overbureaucratization,
which is seen in the compuilsion to consolidate our public schools into massive factories and to
increase to mammoth size our universities even in underpopulated states. The problem with
bureaucracies is that they have to work hard and long to keep from substituting self-serving survival
and growth for their original primary objective. Few succeed. Bureaucracies have no soul, no memory,
and no conscience. If there is a single stumbling block on the road to the future, it is the bureaucracy
as we know it. .

Edward T. Hall, Beyond Culture, Anchor Publishing, 1977, p. 219 :

Paraphrase 1

American education is overly bureaucratic. This is manifest in the increasing size of educational
institutions, even in small states. Bureaucracies are bad because they tend to work to promote their own
survival and growth rather than that of the institution, as was their initial objective. Most bureaucracies

fail because they have a conscience or a soul. | believe that bureaucracies are the biggest stumbling block
on the road to the educational future.

Answer: UNACCEPTABLE

Paraphrase 2

Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future.
American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic
procedures than to the growth of the students who attend them. Bureaucracies have to work long and
hard to keep from promoting their own survival rather than the educational goals that were their
primary objective.

Answer: UNACCEPTABLE

Paraphrase 3

Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future.
American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic
procedures than to the growth of the students who attend them. This means that, as Edward T. Hall says
in his book, Béyond Culture, today's educational institutions "have no soul, no memory, and no
conscience". X

Answer: UNACCEPTABLE

3.
Paraphrase 4
In his book, Beyond Culture, Edward T. Hall discusses the problems posed by the increasing
bureaucratization of American educational institutions. Hall maintains that overbureaucratization is one
of the key factors governing the state of education in America today. He points to the tendency of
bureaucracies to promote their own growth and survival first and foremost, and observes that few
overcome that tendency. He believes that this is responsible for the fact that many public schools bear a
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closer resemblance to factories than to educational institutions. In Hall's words, "Bureaucracies have no
soul, no memory, and no conscience."

Answer: ACCEPTABLE

(iii) Paraphrasing Exercises
Read and understand the original passage very carefully.
In your own words write a paraphrase of each of the following passages in the spaces provided.

(1)

“Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries.
Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can
reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and
cushions the head." From "Bike Helmets: Unused Lifesavers," Consumer Reports (May 1990)p.
348.

Answer:

The use of a helmet is the key to reducing bicycling fatalities, which are due to head injuries 75%
of the time. By cushioning the head upon impact, a helmet can reduce accidental injury by as
much as 85%, saving the lives of hundreds of victims annually, half of whom are school children

(Bike Helmets 348).

"The Antarctic is the vast source of cold on our planet, just as the sun is the source of our heat,
and it exerts tremendous control on our climate," [Jacques] Cousteau told the camera. "The cold
ocean water around Antarctica flows north to mix with warmer water from the tropics, and its
upwellings help to cool both the surface water and our atmosphere. Yet the fragility of this
regulating system is now threatened by human activity." From "Captain Cousteau," Audubon

(May 1990)p.17.

Answer:
According to Jacques Cousteau, the activity of people in Antarctica is jeopardizing a delicate

natural-mechanism that controls the earth's climate. He fears that human activity could interfere
with the balance between the sun; the source of the earth's heat, and the important source of
cold from Antarctic waters that flow north and cool the oceans and atmosphere (Audubon, 1990,

pl7).
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(3) "Matisse is the best painter ever at putting the viewer at the scene. He's the most reaiistic of all
modern artists, if you admit the feel of the breeze as necessary to a landscape and the smell of
oranges as essential to a still life. "The Casbah Gate" depicts the well-known gateway Bab el
Aassa, which pierces the southern wall of the city near the sultan's palace. With scrubby coats of
ivory, aqua, blue, and rose delicately fenced by the liveliest gray outline in art history, Matisse
gets the essence of a Tangier afternoon, including the subtle presence of the bowaab, the sentry
who sits and surveys those who pass through the gate." From Peter Plagens, "Bright Lights."
Newsweek (26 March 1990)p. 50.

Answer:

Matisse paintings are remarkable in giving the viewer the distinct sensory impressions of one
experiencing the scene firsthand. For instance, "The Casbah Gate" takes one to the walled city of
Tangier and the Bab el Aassa gateway near the Sultan's palace, where one can imagine standing
on an afternoon, absorbing the splash of colors and the fine outlines. Even the sentry, the

bowaab vaguely eyeing those who come and go through the gate, blends into the scene as
though real (Plagens, 1990, p50).



