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THINKING SKILLS  

Read each paragraph and think of a good ending to the final sentence. Then look at the four 

possible endings below the paragraph and choose the best one. 

 

1. Fog is a major cause of accidents on highways in some areas. Every year many thousands of 

people lose their lives because fog can dangerously reduce visibility. The drivers cannot see very 

far ahead, so they 

a. do not have time to avoid accidents 

b. go faster to avoid accidents. 

c. have more time to read the signs. 

d. do not have time to have accidents. 

 

2. Scotland is famous for its golf courses, and many Scottish people think of golf a5 a truly 

Scottish sport. The game did not start in Scotland, however. It was first played in Holland in the 

fourteenth century and only later did it become  

a. popular with the Dutch;  

b. popular in Scotland. 

c. a real sport. 

d. an Olympic sport. 

 

3. When Christopher Columbus sailed west from Spain in 1492, he dreamed of reaching Asia. 

He did not know there were other continents between Europe and Asia or that the land he found 

was America. He never realized his mistake, and when he died he still believed that the land he 

had found was 

a. Asia. 

b. America. 

c. Spain. 

d. another continent.  
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4. In the past, many people in western Ireland and the Scottish Highlands spoke Gaelic as their 

first language. Now only a few people speak Gaelic as their firs language. These people are 

mostly from the older generation. The younger people 

a. hardly understand any English. 

b. don't like to speak with strangers. 

c. often don't even understand Gaelic. 

d. don’t often speak with the older generation. 

 

5. When Europeans came to North America in 1620, the forests were full of bears. There were 

more than half a million of these wild animals. Then the Europeans began to cut down the forests 

and hunt the bears. By 1900, there were very few bears left. In recent years, however, the bear 

population has begun to multiply again. There are now at least 200,000 bears, thanks to better 

a. hunting methods. 

b. roads and, communication.  

c. laws to protect them. 

d. laws to protect Europeans. 

 

6. Some of the most famous classical composers died quite young. Among these were Schubert 

and Mozart, who both died in their thirties. Not all great composers had short lives, however. 

Bach, lived until the age of sixty-five and Haydn until the age of sixty-nine, and others, like 

Verdi and Strauss, 

a. died at a very young age.                                 b. lived on into their eighties. 

c. died while playing the piano.                           c. lived in the twentieth century. 

 

7. The dog was the first domesticated animal. Very early in human history, people realized that a 

dog could help with hunting and could protect them against dangerous wild animals. They also 

realized that dogs were good company, and so they began to keep them as pets. We can say that 

the dog is man's best friend and his 

a. worst enemy;                     

b. only friend. 

c. latest friend.  

d. oldest friend. 
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8. For many years, alligator skin was popular in the United States for making fashionable shoes 

and handbags. From 1870 to 1965, at least 10 million alligators were killed for their skin. Then 

in 1967, the government passed laws against hunting alligators. After that, the alligator 

population began to grow again. Now there are 

a. no more alligators in the United States. 

b. fewer alligators than there were in 1967. 

c. more alligator skins for making shoes and purses 

d. nearly 2 million alligators in the United States. 

 

9. The tulip is a popular flower in gardens around the world. Though Holland is now famous for 

its tulips, the flowers originally came from Turkey. They were brought to Holland in the 

seventeenth century and immediately became very fashionable. The Dutch merchants who 

imported them became wealthy, since they sold the tulips to the 

a. Dutch at very high prices  

b. Turks at very high prices.  

c. Turks at very low prices.  

d. Dutch at very low prices. 

 

10. The yew tree grows very slowly and can live for hundreds of years. In southern England one 

year, a terrible storm blew down many tall, old yew trees. Some of these beautiful trees were 

more than 300 years old. New yew trees have been planted, but they will 

a. grow more quickly. 

b. only live for a few years. 

c. be tall and beautiful only after many years 

d. never be as beautiful as the old trees. 

11. In the past, North American forests were full of chestnut trees. People used chestnuts in 

cooking in many different ways. They also loved to cook chestnuts over a fire and eat them 

plain. Then in the early 1905, a disease killed almost all the trees. Now it is hard to find fresh 

chestnuts in U.S. markets, and most chestnuts for sale are 

a. from North America.   b. diseased. 

c. roasted over a fire.    d. imported from Europe. 
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12. Evergreen trees do not lose their leaves in the autumn like many other kinds of trees. The fact 

that they do not seem to die in winter gives them special meaning in some places. In Italy, for 

example, evergreen trees are associated with the idea of life after death. For this reason, Italians 

often plant evergreens  

a. in cemeteries. 

b. along streets.  

c. in long lines.  

d. in gardens. 

 

13. Until recently, the kiwi fruit was rare in most countries of the world. All the kiwis came from 

New Zealand, which meant they were transported a great distance and were expensive. Now 

many countries grow kiwis. The supply of this fruit has increased, and so it 

a. has become even more expensive. 

b. is harder to get. 

c. is found only in New Zealand. 

d. has become less expensive. 

 

14. There are many ways to cook eggs. You can fry them, boil them, scramble put them in an 

omelette, or use them to make a cake. If the eggs are very fresh, you can even eat them without 

cooking them. Whatever way you choose to eat your eggs however, you must 

a. always break the shell first 

b. always cook them. 

c. never cook them. 

d. never break the shell. 

15. Chocolate is one of the most popular sweets in the world. It is eaten in candy, cakes, cookies, 

and puddings. In some places, however, it is also eaten in a non-sweet form. The Mexicans, for 

example, make a chicken dish with a spicy chocolate sauce. This sauce does not include any 

 

a. chocolate.      b. vitamins.  

c. sweetener.      d. candy. 
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16. Legumes are a category of vegetables that includes beans, lentils, and peas. In many parts of 

the world, legumes are an important basic food. They usually do not cost much, and they are full 

of protein, vitamins, and minerals. People in the United States and Canada generally do not eat 

many legumes. Instead, they spend a lot of money on meat. Meat has protein, too, but it also has 

a lot of unhealthy fat and cholesterol. In fact, many North Americans would be healthier if they 

a. ate more meat.  

b. ate more legumes. 

c. were richer.  

d. spent less money on food. 

 

17. Vitamins are very important for good health. One vitamin that you need to have regularly is 

vitamin C. Some fruits and vegetables rich in this vitamin are oranges, lemons, and grapefruits, 

as well as red peppers, broccoli, and tomatoes. However, vitamin C can be destroyed by heat, so 

it is a good idea 

a. to eat only cooked fruits and vegetables. 

b. to eat only vegetables that have vitamin C.  

c. to eat lots of uncooked fruits and vegetables. 

d. never to eat uncooked fruits and vegetables. 

 

18. Some birds fly great distances every year. In the fall, hey leave their homes in the north and 

fly thousands of miles south. Then, in the spring, they return to the north, to the exactly the same 

place. Scientists do not really know how they do this. They believe that these birds must have 

a. some way of speaking. 

b. an especially rich diet. 

c. a kind of map in their heads. 

d. special feathers on their wings. 

 

19. We usually do not think of the night sky as a colorful scene. You don't see much color, in 

fact, if you look at the stars with just your eyes. However, scientists with special equipment now 

have a different picture of what is in the sky at night. A new series of photographs shows 

a. no colors in the night sky.    b. bright colors in the night sky.  

c. that the night sky has little color.    d. lots of new stars in the night sky. 
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20. Many people are very afraid of snakes. It is true that poisonous snakes can make you ill or 

even kill you, but there are actually very few poisonous snakes. Most snakes are harmless. In 

fact, they usually are afraid of people. If you meet a snake in your garden, it will probably 

a. bite you.  

b. slide quickly away.  

c. stay and watch you.  

d. come closer. 

 

21. When people began to try to create a "flying machine” in the eighteenth century; they used 

hot-air balloons. These balloons went up into the air but then could not be controlled. They went 

wherever the wind was blowing. The idea of a real flying machine remained a dream for a long 

time. That dream finally came true in 1903, when Wilbur and Orville Wright 

a. invented a new kind of engine. 

b. made their first successful flight in an airplane. 

c. flew across the Atlantic Ocean. 

d. invented the hot-air balloon. 

 

22. In a traditional children's song, a star is compared to a "diamond in the sky." Some scientists 

are now saying that there may be real diamonds among the stars of the universe. These diamonds 

are certainly interesting for the scientists. However, they are probably not going to make anyone 

rich, because 

a. only children can see them. 

b. only the scientists know where they are. 

c. they are too expensive. 

d. they are too far away. 

 

23. Exercising in your home may be good for your health, but it may not be good for your 

children. Each year, about 25,000 children in the United States are hurt by exercise equipment. 

The exercise bicycle is the most common cause of injury. Many children have lost a finger or a 

toe in the wheels of these bicycles. So if you have an exercise bicycle, you should 

a. let your children use it, too.    b. stop using it immediately. 

c. use it every day.     d. not let your children play with it. 
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24. Long before airplanes were invented, people wanted to be able to fly. Early scientists studied 

birds’ wings to see how they worked. Then they built wings of feathers, but when they tried to 

fly, they never 

a. spread their wings enough.    b. stayed up in the air for long.  

c. hurt themselves.    d. fell to the ground. 

 

25. What would you do if you got lost in a desert? You should fist of to drink. But deserts are 

very dry, with no lakes or rivers. Where can you find water? The answer is simple: in desert 

plants. In fact, the most common desert plant, the cactus, contains lots of good water. With the 

right method and some simple tools, you 

a. can get only a few drops of water a day.  b. will get water that is undrinkable.  

c. will be able to find some bottled water.  d. can get about a quart of good water a day. 

 

26, Do you know what to do if someone falls off a small boat? First, you should throw out a life 

ring to the person in the water so he or she does not drown. Then you should try to turn back and 

get closer with the boat, trying not to lose sight of the person in the water. When you get close to 

the person, you should help him or her climb back into the boat. This is not always easy, 

especially if 

a. the weather is warm. 

b. the person is hurt or cold.  

c. you do not know how to swim. 

d. the person is a good swimmer. 

 

27. The game of croquet was probably invented in France. In the thirteenth century French 

villagers played something they called "paille-maille” From there, the game traveled to Ireland, 

where they called it “crooky.” In the mid-nineteenth century, some people in England began 

playing “croaky.” It quickly became popular m many countries, from 

a. the United States to India and Australia. 

b. the south coast of England to the north of Scotland  

c. one village to another. 

d. the Middle Ages to our modern age. 
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28. In 1585, Sir Walter Raleigh tried to start the first English settlement in America, but it was 

not successful. Many settlers became sick and others died hunger or in battles with the Native 

Americans. When another ship from arrived at the settlement a few years later, the newcomers 

found that 

a. the settlement had grown. 

b. the settlers were not glad to see it. 

c. all the settlers had died. 

d. all the settlers were healthy. 

 

29. The one-cent coin in the United States has a picture of Abraham Lincoln on it. Lincoln, the 

sixteenth president of the United States, was one of the country’s greatest presidents. He came 

from a poor family, and as a young man, he had to work very hard. This was the reason why the 

government decided to put Lincoln’s picture on the smallest coin. It would remind everyone that 

in America  

a. someone from a poor family could become president. 

b. someone from a poor family could never become president.  

c. most of the presidents have come from poor families. 

d. there have been no presidents from poor families. 

 

30. Many people are afraid of going to the dentist. There are a number of reasons for this fear. 

One reason is that the patient cannot see what the dentist is doing. Another reason is that the 

patient, who is lying back, may feel very helpless. People also may be influenced by the general 

belief that dentists cause pain and are therefore scary. And finally, many people 

a. like seeing the dentist's shiny instruments   b. do not like to brush their teeth very often.  

c. are afraid of going to the doctor as well.   d. are afraid of the dentist's instruments. 

 

31. The Japanese love to eat raw fish. Dishes of uncooked fish, called sushi or sashimi; are 

prepared at most Japanese restaurants. Japanese cooks use many kinds of fish 0f shellfish for 

these dishes. Whatever kind of fish they use, however, it must always be very fresh. To prove 

that a fish is fresh, some restaurants will show the fish to the customers 

a. and then cook it cm a grill.      b. when it is still alive. 

c. when it has been cooked.      d. after they have eaten it. 
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32. The gasoline burned in car engines is the main cause of air pollution in many cities. In order 

to reduce pollution, the number of cars on the roads must be reduced. This is only possible if 

governments want to improve the quality of the air in their city, they need to improve  

a. highway system.     h. quality of life in the city. 

c. connections between cities.    d. public transportation system. 

 

33. Imagine a baby about five months old. It can cry and smile, and it can eat and sleep. Did You 

know a baby can also count? According to new psychological research, a small baby can even 

add and subtract small numbers of objects. People generally think that these abilities are learned 

much later, but in fact they are 

a. not present until adulthood. 

b. learned only by five months old babies 

c. already present in small babies. 

d. very difficult for children to learn. 

 

34. Children who are left-handed tend to have more accidents than right-handed children. 

Doctors have two theories to explain this fact. One theory says that left-handed children may 

simply fall and bump into things more often. Another theory, however, explains the accidents 

very differently. According to this theory, the problem is not with the children, but with the 

world around them. Most things, such as doors, cars, and toys are 

a. designed for right-handed people 

b. designed for left-handed people. 

c. not designed for people to use.  

d. made by people without children.  

 

35. One of the most important principles in biology is that all living things must come things. 

This principle was not discovered until the eighteenth people believed that life could come from 

nonliving matter. For example, they thought that worms could come from meat. Then an Italian 

scientist Francesco Redi tried an experiment. He covered some meat with a cloth so that 1m not 

land on it. When no worms grew on the meat, he knew that the named flies could not really come 

from 

a. scientists  b. the cloth 

c. fly eggs  d. the meat 
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36. Sixty-five million years ago, the dinosaurs all suddenly disappeared from the earth. Until 

recently, scientists did not understand why this happened, but then, in Mexico they discovered a 

huge circle more than 100 miles/160.9 kilometers wide. This circle was caused by some very 

large object, probably a meteor that hit the earth and caused changes in earth’s climate and sea 

levels. These changes may have  

a. helped the dinosaurs live longer.  

b. been necessary for the dinosaurs.  

c. killed the dinosaurs in Mexico.  

d. been disastrous for the dinosaurs. 

 

37. Frogs are not generally known for being good parents. The female frog usually lays her eggs 

and then goes away, and male frogs never go near the eggs or the babies. However, one kind of 

tropical frog is known to be an especially caring parent. These frogs, both male and female, stay 

with the eggs until the baby frogs are born. Then the mother and father carry the babies on their 

backs to a special kind of water plant. The parents put one baby frog in each of the flowers of 

this plant, and every day 

a. the babies grow larger. 

b. the babies swim further. 

c. they bring food to the babies. 

d. they swim around the babies. 

 

38. Scientists wondered for a long time just how whales are related to land mammals, especially 

the largest land mammal, the elephant. They believed there must have been some kind of in-

between mammal that lived partly in the sea and partly on the land. They had no evidence for 

such an animal, however, until the discovery of the bones of an animal scientists have called 

"Pakicetus." This large mammal, which was alive 50 million years ago, 

a. could not swim but it could run very fast.  

b. lived on the land but found its food in the water. 

c. was totally different from both elephants and whales. 

d. lived in the deep ocean water and ate mostly fish. 
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39. “Every time you eat a sweet, drink green tea." This is what some Japanese mothers used to 

tell their children. Modem dentists never took this advice very" seriously until just recently. 

Research now shows that green tea really does help your teeth. It contains something that 

naturally kills the bacteria that damage teeth. This discovery was made by a Japanese-American 

chemist, who is planning to make and sell  

a. green tea toothpaste 

b. a new kind of sweet 

c. green toothbrushes 

d. a sweet toothpaste 

 

40. An albino is an animal (or a person) that is born without any color. Albinos have pale, 

whitish fur, feathers, or hair, and pink skin and eyes. Albinos are very rare in nature because they 

usually do not live very long. One reason for this is that they often become blind and cannot take 

care of themselves. Another reason is simply the color. In most regions, a white animal 

a. is not noticed by other animals, and so it is not disturbed. 

b. can hide well in the snow all winter. 

c. can easily find other animals and kill them. 

d. is easily seen and caught by larger animals. 

 

41. In 1990, 80,000 pairs of Nike athletic shoes fell off a ship in the Pacific Ocean. Ocean 

scientists were very interested when they heard about this. They asked anyone who found a pair 

of these shoes to report the finding so they could learn where the shoes landed. In all, 1,300 pairs 

of shoes were reported along the coast of the United States and Canada. These reports gave the 

scientists 1mportant information about 

a. certain rare sea birds over the Pacific Ocean. 

b. the movement of ocean currents. 

c. how to get free shoes. 

d. shipping routes in the Pacific Ocean. 
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42. For centuries, men who work as coal miners have had many health problems. The worst of 

these problems is a disease called "Black Lung, which is caused by the coal dust in the mines. 

Until very recently, about one in every five miners in the United States got this disease. For these 

men, it meant poor health and a shorter life. Then, in 1969, a new law forced the coal companies 

to improve the working conditions for miners. Since then,  

a. many more miners have gotten “Black Lung."  

b. the conditions in the mines have worsened.  

c. there have been many fewer miners in the mines. 

d. fewer miners have gotten "Black Lung." 

 

43. The connection between sunlight and cancer has been known for a long time. Now there is 

no doubt that getting a sunburn increases the risk of skin cancer. For this reason, doctors today 

advise everyone, especially young people, to avoid staying in the sun for a long time. If you do 

spend time in the sun, doctors say you should use some protective sunscreen. A recent study 

shows, however, that this advice is not being followed. In fact, many young people 

a. stay out of the sun.     b. do not use sunscreen.  

c. use sunscreen.         d. do not want to get cancer. 

 

44. Many scientists, including Charles Darwin, why we cry tears. What is the biological or 

evolutionary purpose of tears? We could just as well without any tears falling, but, in fact, our 

eyes fill with tears. Scientists have proposed many theories about tears, but none of these 

theories have been proven. In evolutionary terms,  

a. the reason for tears remains a mystery.  b. Darwin explained the origin of tears. 

c. there are many reasons for crying with tears. d. only Darwin studied the origin of tears.  

 

45. Theoretical physicists are known for their bad luck with equipment. Other scientists like to 

say that something breaks whenever a theoretical physicist walks into the room. One physicist, 

Wolfgang Pauli, was especially famous for the unfortunate effect he had on laboratory 

equipment. A scientist in Gottingen, Germany, told about the time some equipment in his 

laboratory suddenly broke for no clear reason. Later he heard that on that day Pauli had been 

traveling by train through Germany. In fact, the train had stopped at the station in Géttingen 

a. long after the equipment had broken.  b. long before the equipment broke. 

c. at the same moment that the equipment broke.  d. long enough for Pauli to change to 

another train. 
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46. The Chinese were the first people to make books. They discovered how to make paper and 

how to print books in about AD. 1200. At that time, there was almost no contact between Europe 

and China. One of the few Europeans to travel that far-east was Marco Polo, an Italian. He 

visited China in the thirteenth century and may have seen some books. However, he did not bring 

the idea of making books back home with him. Europeans, in fact, 

a. learned how to make books from Marco Polo  b. never learned how to make books. 

c. did not start making books until much later. d. started making books before the 

Chinese. 

 

47. A bird feeder can provide you with an interesting new hobby—bird-watching. Winter is the 

best time for this hobby, since then the birds have trouble finding other food. If you put the 

feeder near a window, you can watch them from inside your home. However, once you start 

feeding the birds, you should continue until spring. If you stop in the middle of winter, the birds 

a. will have more to eat.    b. may stay near the house. 

c. may get cold.     d. may die of hunger. 

 

48. Over 15 million people cross the twenty-five-mile-wide English Channel every year. Some 

of these people go across in airplane and some by ferry boat. These days, many others drive or 

take the train through the “Chunnel”, the tunnel that connects England and France. The idea of 

building a tunnel goes back to the ninetieth century, but it only became serious possibility late in 

the twentieth century. The reasons for this were partly technical and partly political. Until 

recently, most English people wanted England to remain separate. They did not want to  

a. live on an island anymore 

b. travel by boat to get to the other European countries. 

c. be connected directly with the rest of Europe 

d. learn other European languages.  

 

49. According to Eugene Morton, a scientist, all animal sounds have certain things in common. 

Animals tend to make low, loud sounds when they are angry and to make high, softer sounds 

when they are fearful or friendly. Human beings can, of course, make many more kinds of 

sounds than most animals, but Morton believes that even human speech has the same features as 

other animal sounds. According to his theory, if you say, “I love you,” your voice will be 

a. naturally high   b. usually very loud 

c. naturally low    d. usually angry 


