
12 Hong Kong  
 
Hong Kong is the name of an island off the coast of mainland China. The biggest and most important 

city on Hong Kong is Victoria, but not many people use this name. People usually call the city Hong 

Kong too. Even though Hong Kong is small, only about 1000 square kilometers, around seven 

million people live there today. Hong Kong has a very interesting history. Many years ago the island 

of Hong Kong belonged to China and now it belongs to China again. However, for more than 150 

years, Hong Kong was ruled by the British.  

 

Hong Kong has a very good port and in the middle of the 19th century, British ships often stopped 

there. They came to China to trade. However, in 1839 a war began between China and Britain which 

continued for three years. In 1842 the Chinese and the British held a meeting which ended the war. 

At the meeting, the island of Hong Kong was given to Britain. Fifty years later, in 1898, China gave 

the area around Hong Kong to the British for 99 years. In 1997 the British returned Hong Kong to 

China but it was a very different place from the deserted island of 150 years ago.  

 

Not many people lived in Hong Kong when it was first given to Britain. Most of the people were 

Chinese farmers and fishermen and soon more Chinese arrived. Some of them left China because 

they could not find work there and others came to Hong Kong when there was a war in China. All of 

these people came to find a better life for themselves and their children. Besides the Chinese, many 

other people came. They came from India, Britain, Holland and many other countries. After some 

years they began to think of Hong Kong as their home and they began to work hard for their new 

home. They too wanted to make a better life for their families.  

 

People began to build factories and many kinds of things were produced such as clothes, medicines, 

machines and radios. These things were not only sold in Hong Kong but also to many other 

countries. Hong Kong soon became famous as a world centre for buying and selling, and it has 

continued to get stronger and stronger.  

 

In 1997 when Britain returned Hong Kong to China, there were many differences between the Hong 

Kong way of life and the Chinese way of life and people thought there might be some problems. 

Many people from Hong Kong didn’t want to live by the Chinese rules. Meetings between the 

leaders of both countries were held and it was decided that Hong Kong would be ruled by “One 

country, two systems”. This meant that Hong Kong people could continue to live in the way that they 

had, while being a part of China.  

 

Today, Hong Kong is a world centre for trade and banking. There are world famous universities 

teaching in both English and in the Chinese language of Cantonese. The port is one of the finest in 

the world and the beautiful city of Victoria is built on the surrounding hills. For the visitor Hong 

Kong offers both East and West. You can go shopping, try food from many different countries, visit 

interesting places, and have a great time.  

 

Write the time and then answer the questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



13 The English Language  
 
The story of the English language is a story of change. Old English is very different from Modern 

English. Today Old English is a university subject. If we do not study it we cannot understand it 

because, while some of the words are the same, many of the old words are no longer used. The story 

of the English language began some time after the year A.D. 400 when many groups of people came 

to England from North-West Europe. They were called Angles, Saxons and Jutes and their languages 

helped to make up Old English. In Old English the ends of words were very important because they 

carried many meanings such as past and present time. In Modern English most of these endings are 

gone. This is one of the biggest differences between Old and Modern English.  

 

All languages change over time and this is often influenced by some outside events. For example, 

when the church became important, Old English became a written language. Before this, only a few 

people could read and write. Latin, the old language of Italy, was used in the church and because of 

this, many Latin words entered the English language, for example the word school came from the 

Latin language. At that time most schools were a part of the church.  

 

In the year 1066 France attacked England and for two hundred years French became the language 

used by English kings and queens and the rich people of the country. Everybody else continued to 

use English. However, slowly English became important again and many of the schools began to use 

English instead of French. Over this time, many French words came into the English language. Often 

there were two words for one thing, a French word and an English word. In Modern English, ask and 

demand have almost the same meaning but ask comes from Old English and demand comes from 

French. English has many words like this. The English language between 1066 and about 1500 is 

called Middle English. Some time after 1500 we have the beginning of Modern English. At that time 

the school system developed and more people went to school. English ships sailed all over the world 

and words from the new countries became part of the English language. While Latin was still used in 

the church, English was becoming more widely used. Writers, like William Shakespeare, used the 

language in beautiful and new ways.  

 

Around 1750, many books were written about the English language. The writers of these books 

thought people were speaking English badly so they tried to show people how to use the language 

correctly. They thought that Latin was the best language to use as a model, and they wanted English 

to become more like Latin. At the same time correct spelling was beginning to be important too. 

Because of these books, the spoken language became different from the written language. When 

people wrote, they were very careful about the rules, but when they spoke, they just said what they 

wanted to say. However, later another change happened and written English started to become like 

spoken English again. Sentences were shorter and people used easier words. The English language 

and all languages are always changing. When a language does not change, it dies.  

 

Write the time and then answer the questions. 

 



 


